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This is an interesting paper, even though I believe that the average intelligence of populations is not relevant in explaining

international differences in mortality rates (or in case rates) from contagious diseases, such as influenza or Covid-19.

Moreover, in cross-countries comparison, is very difficult to measure those variables that, potentially, may have influenced

the impact of covid-19 (mortality rate), for example, the use of public transportation. 

It is possible that differences in mortality rates between populations depended on genetic factors, such as the resistance

to some infections and diseases. A study suggested how a haplotype inherited by Neanderthals may be a substantial

contributor to COVID-19 risk in some populations in addition to other risk factors (1). Moreover, it is recognised that some

genetic variants inherited from Neanderthals modulate gene expression in response to viral infections (2). Since alleles

derived from Neanderthals are unequally distributed among world populations and are not present in the Sub-Saharan

African populations, this – at least potentially – may help to explain the lower impact of Covid-19 in Africa.
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