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| read the manuscript with a lot of interest. Though the paper’s general structure is adequate, there are a few aspects that

might need to be addressed to improve its quality.

1. Most of the references are old, mainly those related to water quality assessment. Here, the authors are strongly
advised to update the literature review by considering studies that are related to similar contexts (arid regions), such as
Algeria (see, e.g., Soltani et al. 2021; Oukil et al. 2021, Oukil et al. 2022)

2. The authors adopted the water quality index (WQI) of Brown et al. (1972), which is basically obsolete compared with
the recent techniques. A update on the advancement in the field can be found in the above mentioned references.

3. The question that can be raised is: to which extent can the results of the latter WQI be reliable? Here, considering
more than one metric (index) would be a good way to better assess this aspect.

4. The discussion section is too long and might probably be better split into sub-sections.
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