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Upon critically appraising the article "Decentralization - The Fundamental Challenge in Pakistan: The Decentralization of

Health Care," several points can be highlighted:
1. Strengths:

o The article addresses an important issue in Pakistan's healthcare system, namely the decentralization of healthcare
and its challenges.

« |t provides a concise overview of the 18th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan and its impact on the health
sector.

o The author draws attention to the study's limitations, acknowledging that it focuses only on public health in Sindh
province.

o The article emphasizes the need for selective policies to change the culture of healthcare organizations.
2. Weaknesses:

o The article needs more empirical evidence or data to support its claims and arguments. It would benefit from providing
examples, case studies, or statistical information to strengthen its points.

o The discussion on the impact of decentralization on workforce planning, data availability, and decision-making
processes could be more detailed and supported with concrete examples.

o The article does not delve into the potential advantages or disadvantages of decentralization in the healthcare sector or

analyze alternative approaches or models.
3. Opportunities for further research:

« The article mentions the need for additional research to examine the intricate connections between various dimensions
of health care reform. Further studies could explore these connections and provide more comprehensive insights.

o The article briefly touches upon the burden of communicable and non-communicable diseases in Pakistan. Future
research could analyze the causes, impacts, and potential solutions to these health issues.

o The role of external actors, such as the World Health Organization, in supporting decentralization efforts could be

further explored, including their effectiveness and potential challenges.

Qeios ID: W6FMOQ - https://doi.org/10.32388/W6FMOQ 1/2


https://www.qeios.com/profile/78569

Q

Qeios, CC-BY 4.0 - Review, February 22, 2024

Overall, while the article highlights the challenges of decentralization in Pakistan's healthcare system, it would benefit from
a more evidence-based approach and a deeper analysis of the topic. Further research and a more comprehensive

examination of the advantages and disadvantages of decentralization would contribute to a more nuanced understanding

of the issue.
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