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There are two main hypotheses investigated in this article:

1. the use of cosine similarity between two patent abstract text to measure the proximity of ideas, and

2. relationship between idea proximity and citations.

The second hypothesis is critical because it generates insights about inventors who switch firms, skewed incentives of

patent lawyers, locality of ideas (related to knowledge spillovers and innovation direction), and the trend in spurious

citations. Furthermore, citations such as forward citations have long been established as a measure of market value,

economic importance, and patent quality [1][2][3].

The results indicate a rise in the obfuscation of patent citing, which can potentially deteriorate the use of patent citations to

track knowledge spillovers. The rate of citations in the same city has also increased, and it will be interesting to explore

this relationship further with the patent attorneys engaged. Finally, the strategic omission of an inventor's prior patents is a

fascinating observation and is evidence of changing personal incentives and motivation when an inventor switches firms.

These findings highlight the role of human agencies in innovation and that human capital present in inventors continues to

play an essential role in driving innovation direction. Firms are present to shape and organize the incentives for inventors

who can switch firms and move cities. Tracking the mobility of inventors is a more suitable method of identifying

knowledge spillovers than patent citation. Patents can thus be reduced to legal mechanisms of value capture behind the

inventions produced and vehicles for raising and attracting investment [4].

Some minor typos were present in the text such as the stemmed word “provid” for “provides”. The stemmed word should

have been “provide” in this example. Also, footnote 2 has the citation Lin et al. 2015 but the reference lists Lin et al.

published in 2014. Please define the abbreviation MSA.
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