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Inflammation

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Inflammation. NCI T hesaurus. Code C3137.

A localized protective response resulting from injury or destruction of tissues.

Inflammation serves to destroy, dilute, or wall off both the injurious agent and the injured

tissue. In the acute phase, inflammation is characterized by the signs of pain, heat,

redness, swelling, and loss of function. Histologically, inflammation involves a complex

series of events, including dilatation of arterioles, capillaries, and venules, with increased

permeability and blood flow; exudation of fluids, including plasma proteins; and leukocyte

migration into the site of inflammation.
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